Austria and Empire

Return receipt (RR) service in the Austrian Empire, to 1875

Austro-Hungarian Empire. Austrian AR service, known mostly as Refour Recepisse (no accents)

THIS exhibit covers all entities that were part of the Austrian Empire, or from 1867, part of the
(RR) began at least as early as 1779 [R]. It was used extensively throughout the Empire.

Comments, suggestions, corrections, criticisms are welcome and solicited (don’t pull any punches, I
have thick skin). I can be reached at rochelle2@sympatico.ca.

For international post-1875 Austrian AR material, see the mini-exhibit on Richard Frajola’s site,
https://www.rfrajola.com/DH2019/DH10.pdf.

Notation on covers was normally (gegen/erga) Retour Recepisse. Some RR forms in the early years were
titled merely Recepisse or Rezepisse (receipt), but from the wording on them, it is clear that they were RR
forms (the addressee is required to sign the form thereby acknowledging receipt), rather than simple
registration receipts (which later were denoted Aufgabs-Recepisse).

Organization of the exhibit
General information, including currency, weights, and rates, as well as descriptions of generic RR
forms
Return receipt forms. This is subdivided into those for registered letters, and those carried in the
Fahrpost, each section arranged chronologically. The latter were parcels and letters of value (often
containing cash). These range from 1819—1875, and are almost always domestic. International RR
use in this period is rare, but there are a couple, to Sweden, and to some German states.
Return receipt covers. Even domestically, these are not common, but there is further difficulty in
identifying them. The ones shown here range from 1818—1875, with a few to foreign destinations,
arranged chronologically.
Mystery items. Some covers, clearly marked Refour Recepisse, cannot be dated (many handstamps
in this period did not include the year); a would-be spectacular item, from the Austrian office in
Constantinople, is mysterious for an additional reason. And there is a letter of value cover, for
which I don’t know the rates.
RR or not?. These are covers to which I am uncertain that R R applied. They may be marked merely
(erga) Recepisse, which is ambiguous, because it could refer merely to a request for a registration
receipt for the sender (this is discussed in more detail). And in at least one case, I could not read
the words preceding or following Recepisse.
Comments on the exhibit 1 am not satisfied with this exhibit. I don't have anything preceding 1817, nor do
I have very many 1850s stamped RR forms. I have only a handful of non-domestic items. In addition,
I am not really sure that most of what I have written is correct.

General information Most of the following is from [N].
The expression £.£. (and variants), that is, k.k,, is an abbreviation of kaiserlich und kéniglich (imperial
and royal), and appears on practically all documents of the Austrian Empire. It is an easy way to
distinguish official Austrian documents from those of other German-speaking entities.
The expression ex offo (and variants) means ex-officio, and refers to mail sent from government offices,
almost always with no postage required.
Any of frei, franco, porto on a cover means that the postage has been fully prepaid by the sender; the
first is explained by the fact that the letter was free for the addressee (sometimes even registered
letters were not fully prepaid, in which case what was left was collected from the addressee).
Loth is a unit of weight, equal to 1/30th of a Zollpfund (fund), which in turn weighed 500 grams;
sometimes the Vienna Loth was used instead, but both are very close to one-half ounce.
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The Austrian florin (in Hungary, forint) was divided into 60 kreuzer; in 1858, the kreuzer was revalued
so that one florin equalled 100 kr.

A German mile (G-mile) was the equivalent to about 7.6 km (a very big mile; the current mile in the
Us, and formerly in Canada and UK, is only 1.6 km). This is very close to, if not identical to, the
Austrian post-mile (Meile).

Rates

From 1817—42, domestic letter rates were based on distance (measured in the number of relays) and
weight (measured in Loth). They could be prepaid or partially prepaid, or even sent completely unpaid
(for the sender to pay on receipt). The office of origin was supposed to write on reverse of the cover
the charges that had been prepaid, and on the front, the remaining charges, for the addressee to pay.

In 1842, distance charges were eased on domestic mail; there were three classes, local (within the
delivery radius of a post office), up to 10 German miles (76 km—these are big miles!), and more than
10 G-miles; in 1843, the 10 G-mile condition was replaced by 20. In 1848, rates for an interpolating
distance of 10—20 G-miles were introduced, and in 1849, the 20 G-mile zone was extended to 30.

Registration was introduced in 1789, and in the stampless period was typically indicated by a red
crayon grille, which resembles MM with cross-bars. Registered letters were charged an additional 2 kr
if senders merely wanted a (printed) receipt (Aufgabs—Recepisse) from 1817; until 1826, they could
prepare their own, thereby avoiding the charge. This charge was dropped in 1842. However, return
receipts (to be signed by the recipient and returned to sender) are more complicated.

Use of stamps [M] When stamps were issued (1850), their use was compulsory on domestic letters, and
a month later, on mail to countries of the German-Austrian postal union; this was gradually extended,
until 1856, when their use was compulsory on all mail.

The registration fee had to be prepaid by stamps on all mail. Until December 1865, stamps paying
the registration fee to a domestic destination were to be put on reverse of the cover. They can still be
found on reverse well after this date.

For RR, on domestic mail, the fee had to be paid in stamps from the outset (at least according to
[M]). There are plenty of RR forms from 1850—1870s with no stamps; presumably, these were all sent
ex-officio (on government service). The RR fee was to be paid in stamps on the RR form (not the
registered letter).

On foreign mail, the registration fee could be paid in cash until the period in which the rest of the
postage had to be paid in stamps. From 1863, parcels were subject to a tax of 5 kr.

For the stampless period (pre-1850), rates were obtained from [N]; for the period after 1850, from
[H]; RR fees were obtained from [R].

17 June 1817—31 July 1842

Domestic postage for letters in the period were determined by distance, in terms of the number of
relay stations (given by r in the formula below), and weight, in terms of half-Loths (given by &), up to
a maximum of G:

V A 19-‘ - 2h kreuzer.

Recall that there were Go kr to the florin at this time.

Registration (domestic) was 4 kr; a registration receipt from the post office cost an additional 2 kr.
This causes problems, as a marking such as gegen Recepisse on a registered cover may not mean Retour
Recepisse (as would indicated by gegen/erga Retour Recepisse and variations), but could just be a request
for a registration receipt, and cost an additional 2 kr.
R R Both domestic and foreign, 12 kr.
Prepayment in full or part was not required.
Procedures Rates were normally written in red crayon, until 1833. From then, main and branch post
offices were supposed to use red ink for prepaid letters, and black for (completely?) collect. The office of
origin was to indicate on the back of the cover the charges that had been paid, and on the front, the
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charges to be paid by the addressee.

1 August 1842—28 February 1843

Three distance zones replaced the relay charges.

Local letters (that is, within the same delivery zone, or within a city) were charged a flat rate of 2 kr,
up to three Loths.

Distance < 10 G-miles 6 kr for the first half-Loth, and additional 3 kr for each of the next two quarter-
Loths, and then G kr for each subsequent half-Loth, to a maximum of 3 Loths total.

Distance > 10 G-miles 12 kr for the first half-Loth, G kr for each of the next two quarter-Loths, and
12 kr for each subsequent half-Loth.

Registration 6 kr, but now the registration receipt came for free (or in other words, the 2 kr receipt
charge was folded into the former 4 kr fee).
RR <10 G-miles 6 kr, otherwise 12 kr.

One might expect that erga/gegen Recepisse marked on a letter would now mean Retour Recepisse, but
it seems more likely that this was just a leftover reflex from the previous era.

1 March 1843—31 May 1848
The distance zones were increased to more or less than 20 G-miles; the rates (including those of reg-
istration and R R) otherwise unchanged.

1 July 1848—-31 March 1849

A new distance zone of up to 10 G-miles was introduced, at 3 kr for the first half-Loth, 5 kr for up to
s Loth, 6 kr up to one Loth, and 3 kr for each subsequent half-Loth. Registration remained G kr. RR
became 3 kr if local; 6 if 20 G-miles or less; and otherwise 12 kr.

1 April 1849—31 May 1850

20 G-mile zones were replaced by 30 G-mile zones.

1 June 1850—31 October 1858

Stamps introduced. In 1858, the florin was revalued, so that one florin was made up of 100 kr, rather
than the former 6o.

Local 2 kr per Loth

< 10 G-miles 3 kr per Loth

107—20 G-miles 6 kr per Loth

> 20 G-miles g kr per Loth

Registration 3 kr if local, 6 kr otherwise

RR 6kr

1 November 1858—31 December 1865
Local 3 kr per Loth

< 10 G-miles 5 kr per Loth

10" —20 G-miles 10 kr per Loth

> 20 G-miles 15 kr per Loth
Registration 5 kr if local, 10 kr otherwise
RR 5 kr if local, otherwise 10 kr

1 January 1866—30 June 1873

Local 3 kr per Loth

Domestic 5 kr per Loth

Registration unchanged

On 1 January 1868, the R R fee changed from 10 kr to 5 kr for local letters (for non-local letters, the fee
remained at 10 kr).

1 July 1873—31 December 1882
Local 3 kr per 15 grams
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Domestic 5 kr per 15 grams
Registration and r R unchanged

Retour Recepisse forms

Austrian R R forms come in numerous sizes, papers, colours, and with or without stamps (both possible
after stamps were issued). They are typically cut (or torn) from a larger sheet, which results in varying
margins. There is often a frame. The text is usually in Fraktur (Retour fRecepisse), but the version of
Fraktur varies. Sometimes the head is given in roman.

The following is the typical wording of a return receipt for registered letters. Fraktur takes a little
while to learn to read. But this is nothing compared to reading Kurrentschrift, the now-obsolete
handwriting of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

PRetour—NRecepisse

Dass ich 0as, bei dem £.L. Postamt ju
am  ten 184 rvebommanditt aufgegebene Gehreiben unter Advesse:

am untengestzen Tage vichtig erhalten habe, bezeuge ich mit meinter eigenhendigen Unterschrift.
oen  ten 184
Unterschrift:
Aur Nachricht
1) Die Recepissegebuhr ist vom Aufgeber entrichtet worden.

2) Der Empfaenget ist gehalten, das Datum einjusetzten, und
Oie Yamensfertigung beizusugen.

Dieses Necepisse wolle mit evstem Postsage an das obengaenante

Postamt 0er Aufgabe juruckgesendet roerden.
Some pairs of characters in the originals are ligated (e.g., § for t3, &) for ch), but it was too much bother
to duplicate the typography. There are also long esses, eszetts, and various other things. Wording and
placement varies from form to form. Early forms use the spelling Rezepisse, as ¢ is not a full-fledged
member of the alphabet in German (it normally only appears in ch or ck). Some non-registered mail
(such as parcels or letters of value [it is preferable not to use the expression money letters for the latter,
as this will cause confusion]) could also be sent with R R, but in the Fahrpost.

A rough translation follows.
Return-Receipt

I have received from the K.K. post office of [Office name], a [letter]
dated [day] of the [month] [year], a registered letter from the following address:
[address of sender]

I testify via my handwritten signature that I have received it today in good condition.
Signature:

Information
1) The return receipt fee has been paid by the sender.
2) The recipient is required to insert the date, and add the name.

This receipt is to be sent via the first post to the post office of origin.

For Fahrpost, which involves packages and letters of value (as opposed to Briefpost, which carried
registered letters), the wording is somewhat different.

PRetour—NRecepisse
Dass ich 0ie nachbenannte, bei dem L. Postamt ju
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am  ten 18 aufgegebene Gendung unter der Adresse:

bestebende in mit im 2Werth von fl. tr
Piund Loth schioer, am untengesetzen Tage vichtig echalten, bejeuge ich mit meiner eigen—
heendigen Unterschrift.

oen  ten 18
HUnterschrift:

Aur Nachricht
1) Die Recepissegebubhr ist vom Aufgeber entrichtet roorden.
2) Der Empfaenger ist gehalten, das Datum einjusetzten, und
Oie NMamensfertigung beijusugen.

Dieses Recepisse wolle mit evstem Postsage an das obengmenante
Postamt 0er Aufgabe juruckgesendet oerden.

Return-Receipt

I am the recipient of a parcel [ ... | from the K.K. post office of [Office name],
mailed [day] of the [month] [year], from the following address:

[address of sender]
insured for florins, kreuzer, weighing Zollpfunds, Loth; I testify via my handwritten
signature that I have received it today in good condition.
Signature:
Information
1) The return receipt fee has been paid by the sender.
2) The recipient is required to insert the date, and add the name.
This receipt is to be sent via the first post to the post office of origin.
References
[H] Website of the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain, http://www.hpsgb.com/special.html
(special rates)

[M] Edwin Mueller, Austria, Mercury Stamp Journal, #15 (1950) 77—82 and #16 (1951) 102—110; down-
loadable from Richard Frajola’s website,https://www.rfrajola.com/MS]J/Austria.pdf

[N] New friends of old Austrian letters, website of the Austrian Philatelic Society (GB),
http://www.austrianphilately.com/altbrief/; also some rates at
https://www.austrianphilately.com/articles.htm

[R] Christian Horter, editor, Riickschein, avis de réception, return receipt, Munich Collectors Club, vol 5,
no year. In German, with English summaries
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Austrian RR forms

Early form, 1819. Properly signed. Refour in roman, but Fraktur Rezepisse, with z instead of c. This particular
one refers to taisetl. tonigl. bohm (KK Bohemia). NB is an earlier indication of a registered letter. I cannot
make out the address of origin.

From the main post office in Vienna, 1836. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. No
MRetour, but it is clearly signed for. Refers to a registered letter. Fancy frame.




Austrlan RR forms

- - — —— —— = -——

S 46 PRt et m 2o

N.: .
/’%RETOUR RECEPISSﬂ""-' s
' -?11‘ rr.',. ;'

-af.ﬁ::aa“fw"' 25 3=

Das k. k. Vmet}anfsc?w General Commando

T vin

£z offe

Wird ersuchet solches mit niichster
Post gefertigter anher zu senden.

Padova

i
L]

20 e lane 1T iAUR 3
From Padua to Wels (Upper Austrza) 1826. Folded letter sheet, military, ex-officio.

95 i ¢

7
Littera ﬁﬁ Ne .J’{f_

Padua am /ﬂ /ﬁf / j’..f’f/
Das Ka:serllch Koniglich. Venetianische General Comman-
do versendet ein mit dessen Iuslegel wohl verwahrtes
I]xenstachre:ban enlhaltel.'ch 4 ﬂ”f e Rk

o ./ ; g J.‘t
7S A ‘. "'r.«/rﬁ-?{
Exr gffs : = g:;é:ngﬁwr f:...?:-
:_ ; R
' Recepisse e

Dasz das vorberiihrte Dienstschreiben samt Anschluss unter
dem beutigen dato mir Gefertigten richtig zu Handen
gelangt sey, wird “bestattiget. Sig. / B £

¥, ofd
)

("
o L}’ —



Austrian RR forms

Similar to previous 1836 form except for printing on reverse, 1837. To a magistrate.

From Posoritz (now Posorice in the Czech Republic) to Hradisch (now in Czech Republic), 1836. Properly signed. All in
Fraktur, with 3 in Recepisse. Not referring to a registered letter. Fancy frame.



Austrian RR forms

From the main post office in Vienna to Wilfersdorf, 1839. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. No fRetour, but it is
clearly signed for. Refers to a registered letter.

e 39 Rccrpttug; S
D idh E‘nhdgtf:rugm cin aus de £ £, 9 :

From Buwztz (now Budg]ovzce in the Czech Republic), 1841 Unusual spelling of PRecepisse. Underneath is the
Aufgabs-Recepisse (ordinary registration receipt). ‘Bejzahlt nichts appears lower left.



Return receipt with its corresponding registration receipt

. ol ol I!lr'l-l'l!'lrlﬂ

Retour:Recepiffe.

e Poftamien o F r;:({ £ oo s |
[ nm;'"“ - #‘-AA 104 7 eefemmanbitt cofgegebene Schreiben unter Nbreffe

/?(m. /wj.- = :ﬁ’;ﬂ.,£~;<

| Daf ity vad, bei bem L1

e untengefien Tage ridibig ecbalten babe, bejeune llttmit meiner elgenbinbigen uqu.ﬂﬁ
tea (‘¢£ ,ﬂ".rf- —F 1R

ernd A.\éf-fh_.v ; Unterfdhrift :
Bur ﬂm#rfd;f}

| 45 Toe Meerolfirgabidhr i1 wom Mulgeber enfriddel Secben,

o) Der Goplinger U gopalten, Pad Datum elagaley ¥
E g mlll'mhlll l‘.*l-ilrl'il:i‘ m tlmgafepen, v

 -Digf Brisi nm-u e 'Fvllim oo rad -I'fm-l-m Peflame ber Nafgabe gurdfpfoalot orten

From Nikolsburg, 7 October 1843. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. Refers to a registered letter. Briefpost at
upper left.

Aufgabs 2 Recepiffe.

urhr ein vefommandivtes Sdreiben unter der Abdreffe:

{ folnen Sl s, “/fé‘ﬁ:f

weldhes am heutigen Tage biersets richtia aufgegeben worden iff.

ﬂ)ﬂf&; it :m, M:h uufgabe  NIROLSELT G am ten (Wﬁ 1842
ablt -
i SO Ayt - PR Poftamt

» Defommandationds

Bidr ein Retour=Necepife bejeid- ;
| net mit Nev %S — n/f}

Bujammen . ., : ﬁ.Jéh’.

Same date; both refer to number 35. The rates are itemized: 18 kr letter postage (probably one Loth, at a
distance exceeding 10 G-miles), 6 kr registration, and 12 kr for return receipt service



Austrian RR forms

2 BDriefpoft. ;
| Retour:Rece

| %m“.‘“ﬁn (8 5‘ Poffamee gu

184 7 vetommanbirt a gé ?ﬂua Hﬂiﬂ:‘ 'a’orrﬁt'
dg/ i 74?%; .-f:-" .___)

¢ idy mit nuugrr ngmbﬁnhgfn Unterfdrift.
den fen J 1847

Unterfdrift:

Bur Nadyridt,
Die Recepiffegedihr it von Aufgeber entridiet worben.

l Der  Gmpfiwger ijt gebalten, bad Datum elnjufepen, und
bie Mamensfertigung beijufiigen.

| Dihefes Receplfie wele mit ecfem ilﬂlmgl an bad ﬂtngmnnnll "lluflmt ber qu;l'h itridp{ﬂhl werben.

From Prague (Bohemia), 1843. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. Refers to a registered letter.

i N_o._ﬂi Belefool.
Retour:Recepiffe
[ Dag i das, bei dem L. oot n GLRAS f

1 amele m f refommanbirt aufgtgditne @dyreiben unter Adreffe: |

""’**" %% WWM |

am unfengefefsten Tage ?gg erhalten habe, begeuge ich mit meiner eigenbindigen Untegfdhrift.

v Zém-w:? ben 2 #ten

Bur Madridt = ~ o —

1) Die Receplfenebibe it vom Aufgeber entridiet worben. - i

2) Der Gmpfdnger Id gebalten, bas Datum ekagufegen, uad
bie Mamensfertigung beigufigea.

Dueles Receprfle molle mit erjlem Poflrane an bod cbengrnannre Dofdami der Aufgabe 3

From Geras, 1844. Properly signed. Refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR form

From Vienna to Graz, ex-officio, 1845. Properly
signed. Printed, mostly in Kurrentschrift. Folded
letter sheet, sent to the General Command (?).




Austrian RR forms

Briefpoft.

o Ga ' Sz
mctﬂut:ﬂtw%
; beipem I . Poftamé Apiinapmnd
{/[% mfe ju e

184 refommanbict aufyegebene Schreiben unfer Adreffe

/J.:’%! 72

i f2
| am uu( fbtm Tage riditig erbalten habe , Ilqgm :t W igen Unterfdhrift.
. /

<1840
SO0 gy 2L P
. Hnterl‘:brift

Sur Nadridt
; Die Recpiffegeddioe it vem Aufaeher micitet worden,

Dee  Emplinger ift gebalten, bas Datom rinjufesen, und
Die !mrnlrml;nu: beigufitgen. <o

Bl Dieres mplﬁ': wolle mit erfem Poftage an dag obengenannte Puftamt ber Aufaube jurddaefenbet wecden.

!L . -
Fr

rom ??, 1845 Properly signed. Refers to a reglstered letter.

Nn ;f Briefpoft. 2002
, Retour:NRecepiffe.

ﬁﬁ id bas, bei dem F.F. Poftamte Ju a”a&/fﬂrﬂ%
l am ¢t ¢ /?/?H(/ 184 & refommanbirt aufgcglhnc E@rﬂbm unter Adreffe :

| t/f:l-u /gf&)ﬁ/a l-z//ﬂ’f(ﬂ// i // (ﬁ!i_/

| am untengefepten Tage ridytig erbalten habe, beyeuge idh mit mei igenpindigen Unterfdrift.
ben 24 ten - Er 1848

¢ t ift: /
sl
Bur Nadridt. W |

1) Die Recep |i £ {ft vom Anfgeber entridhiet worben.
= i'.'Hr gﬂulua, m Datum elngufepen, und
g | Ramensfertigung belgufigen

Iiliﬂ'ﬂ H'Iﬂpdﬁ'l wolle mit erflem Pofttage an dad obengencnnte Pofame der Aufgabe sucddgefendel weeden. |

[}

From Purkersdorf to Vienna, 1845. Properly signed. Refers to a registered letter.

- s
" S



Austrian RR forms

From Hohenmauth, 1846. Properly signed.



Austrian RR forms, 1850—

Austria issued stamps in 1850, and from this date on, registration and R R fees were to be paid in stamps, and
in the case of RR, on the form. Sometimes the stamp is on the front, sometimes on the back (as here). Until
1866, stamps paying the registration fee were to be placed on the reverse of the registered item, but there

does not appear to have been a regulation governing the placement of stamps on RR forms.

N A Briefpoft.

Retour=Necepiffe. _—
@ﬂﬁ id bat, Bel bem f I Poftamte ju C;?S = A
am _’ r ._'_f'. y ..

am unfrﬁgefeufm Tage ridtig echalten Gabe, bejeuge ich mit meiner eigenfindigen Unterjdhrift. l
. h:n ."1 len t.." rry m.“-ﬂ' Isaﬂ.
R
W I:h:." 1 -\

.'J'i{ ﬁ' : : Unterfdieift: _ -
Jue mudlri::j\f.fﬁ‘ﬁf’f ﬁ&%ﬂ? y/g}%

1y Bie Recepiffegebibr if vom Mufgebee enteidiel werken,
2) Der @mpfdnger it gebalten, tad Datum eingujepen,
unt tie Wamendferligung belyufigen,

Diefes Mecepiffe welle mit ecfem Pofltage an bad cbengenannie Poftamt ber Aufgabe guridgefentel werben.
bt e e, e

Brlefpoit.

Retourz:Recepiff

Eaﬁ idy da#, bei b{B (4 Poftamte ju (: ;ff g i

am F ten My iﬁfirclmnmanbfﬂ‘ﬂ}lm Q

am untengefebten Tage ridtig erhalten babe, beyeuge ich mit meiner cigenhandigen Unterfchrift.
] . ‘ ben ’ T / 1854 Z-
Unterjdhrift :
PE 2/
: Sur Nadridt. & VM
1) Die Recepiffegedife | 6 - '
ity 8 Bl il g b onmmnt o
bie Dramendfectigung belyufigen. . A

| Diefed Reeeplife wolle mit exjlem Poftiage an bas obengenannte Poftamt bder Aufgabe guridgefendet werden.

ST3
f__j: 55

185 refommanbict aufgegebene Seljreiben unter Adbreffe: //7

From Konigsaal (Zbraslav, a district of Prague) to Prague, 1852 (one of the occurrences of the year date 184 has not
been corrected). Payment of 6 kr R R fee by stamp. Despite appearances, the Prague datestamps on front and

back are the same.



Austrian RR forms without stamps

There are a lot of RR forms in this period with no stamps, and no indication of payment (in fact, it is
quite unusual to find an RR form with a stamp in the 1850s). This is probably because these were sent on
government service (ex-officio).

,Ad.m.—r

/ 3 4 /
| am untengefepten Tage ridtiy b /5' JUL.

| aFpvi o0
' 40U

From Troppau (now Opava in the Czech Republic) to Teschen, 1852. Properly signed. Small size. Refers to a registered
letter.

From ??, 1855. Not signed. Refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR forms

Both from Landskron (now in Czech Republic) in 1858, with print data Drtuctsorte Dr. 226.—almost iden-
tical, except the top one has a comma after the 6, rather than a period (frames are slightly different, too).

Ne- Deiefpoil.
-

Peepiffe. » : =3
'

' i’aﬁ ih baZ, Bei dem b £ - Poftamte ju <o Lo H‘I.:_//

am /2 k. 185,F tffﬂmlnant;l'ifym:hmf Sdyreiben unter Abreffe: |

ant wntengefeften Tage vichtig echalten habe, begeuge idy mit meiner eigenbinbigen Unterfdrift.
"/“%‘7‘/ ben 67 e p
! Unterfdrift:
Jue MNachriche. |

1) Dl Receplifeqeblbe i vom SMufgebee entridtet worben,
2) Der Gpfinger ifl pefalien, tad Datum elngufegen,
ung ble Mamendfecligung beliufigen.

Drudforte Rr. 226,

| Diefed Megeplife wolle mll ecfiem Pofiege on bad obengenannie Yoflaml ber Mufgake jurddgefenbet umlmt.‘_

To Leitomischl (now in Czech Republic).

N,. Beiefpei. ﬁ.l szﬂ W, _-‘i -
Metour=-Recepiffe.

sjaﬁ id ba3, bei bem £, DWoftamte ju m-fnfg'm&u
Sdyreiben unter Abreffe :

}}?/ﬁ ﬂ#m/« /«-/M __

-.‘;m untengefebten Tage vidyfig eehalten habe, begeuge id) mit meiner el nfinbigen Unterfdrift.

P SNy

Unterfchrift :
Jur Nachricht, /{f ‘
1) Die B bithr ift vom HMufqeber enividiel worten, —
t; Eu'r &;:Ep.}ﬂ::r i 1I“\!Enttm, h‘;a Datunt  elnyufepen, e
unt blie Ttamendfertigung Belgufigen. =

'Itieftl WecepliTe wolle mit erflem Pofitage an bal obengenanmle Poftamt kre Mufgabe juridgefenbes we

Drudjorte Nr. 226,

To Hohenstadt (Baden-Wiirttemburg, Germany). A rare example of international use.



Austrian RR forms

Seemingly identical r R forms for registered letters, from Leoben, 1858. Head in bold roman, rest Fraktur.

Retour-Recepisse.

Doii i Gudesgefertigter Heure 0ag von ter §, £ Steierm. Bergbauptmannidaft bei
‘
vem K F Toftamie s Seoben wnterm f)" HALs ‘_d:;f!-#ﬁ ¥, ﬂ

aufqegebene mnmmm*}m Edreiben an :% O ﬁ""wé

o ﬁ’-r:‘? ) Immh ridbtig_erhalten Babe, Beyengt meine cigens

hinvige Unteridrift, /Aj s’ ,;,a‘-” ord

M*nmg“m mnmmmmm-&ﬂmmuwu

i

-

—a

S ——————
e

To ??. Properly signed.

Retour-Recepisse.
ﬁ)aﬁ ih Ginbedgefertigter hente bad von ber £ £ Steierm, mﬁﬁ;ﬁ;mﬁnﬂ Bei
pem L F Softamte gu Yeoben unterm 57 - Lo 7 s -5;;?5_,2‘)"--- Gk
A W —r P, SR e
w fsi.lcuﬁ-—-ry lamtend, vidhiy crhalten Babe, Geyengt meine cigens

binbiae Unterjdeifi. 4 iﬁ(ﬂﬁ- ; :{.&“ g M*i *\}
" : ¥

Sign.

Nerrrife bem Wamriinge Baint diridtm, wik Peftiast =x b b L
Mummmm % uﬂ" "‘" :.'_.._...4_

e ——————————— R ——

To Voitsberg (Styria).



Austrian RR forms

From (Sankt) Roman (Upper Austria) to Munich, 1858. Properly signed. Printing note at left, ©ructsorte Ir. 226.

From 77 o Baja (Lower Austria), 1860 (printed 185). Roman head. Properly signed. Printing data Form 9Tt. 100
Juo.



Austrian RR forms

metnur aeuhif e
Dis it bei dem £ E Poftamte ju %}é
von dem E K o am i
-t
refommanbdirt mmm /

1_[
o s ] .

b o ol 'mﬁhnyfﬂuni £ ﬁﬂgnmuuaak irmﬂnﬁmﬁurimb&nﬁm

*fi. .

;‘K
ﬁ
I

By Enerfiagen +I§d-ln.hiﬂm Ak
Harnbdabige g, it Bets vab Derimin MoABe

Dirfes Recepifie mole wit erfiem PoMage an bab obin graannic Pofiamt brr Nalqabe gurdgrienbel werben.

From Lomnitz (one of five possible Lomnice, now in the Czech Republic), 1861. A different style; and rebommandict in
in bold.

Recepisge-Nr—

Retour - Becepisse.

%nﬁ iy hmﬂ/t dem L. 1, Poftamte ju Prefburg %ﬂ %_lﬁémumhﬂ o
bem L L Yanbedgeridyie ju 'Ertpﬁurg uuiltgthn:ﬂ ‘/‘éy_ﬂ = '
-~
unter ber Adreffe Fmsomer (ﬁwﬂfw L P w..p zo --_ X’—f:l/;‘-j
unten gefesten Tage ridtig cebalten habe, beflitige idy mit meiner tlgtni;'i’ll/g:: Tnterjdyriit.

ﬁﬁmﬂ ben S22 Aen -ﬁ‘_":{r’ 8 7

\ s -,.é’ - ﬁ’-—p—-m
7 i~

Bur Radbricht.

A Ter Emplénger it gebaiten, dbed Tabmm cimguieicn und be clgrmbinbige Toncodjecigang et Bor- wnd Jumameir beigufigon.
’ Ticfed Mecepifle welle mit crfient Pofinge an bad pbgroanmie Fofiumi ber Wnfgabe puridgeieabel werbo,

-
—

From Presshurg (Bratislava) to Ersejkiivir (Hungarian name for Nové Zdmky, in Slovakia), 1861. Head in roman. Prop-
erly signed.



Austrian RR forms
From about 1860 on, we see (some) larger forms.

From Klosterneuburg to Heiligenstadt, 1860. Properly signed.




Austrian RR forms

From Vienna to Prague, 1863. With RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp (cancelled in both Vienna and Prague).



Austrian RR forms

From the commercial court in Vienna to St Georgen (military office?), 1863. 10 kr stamp cancelled at both origin and
destination of registered letter. Properly signed. The 15 kr fiscal pays the court filing fee.




Austrian RR forms

From the regional court in Briinn (Brno) to Ratschitz (Racice) and Wischau (Vyskov, now in Czech Republic), 1863. Prop-
erly signed. Slightly different head. Print data Lag. Nr. 188 (roman, not Fraktur).




Austrian RR forms
To foreign destinations are extremely rare.

o 2 e

l‘/"";h; [.:--I’::::‘\ :

S KK NUTAR ?..\]!

WKL STANY .H'
. fr

am unfengefepten FTaqe ﬂmng )bn[t 1 habe, begenge idy mit meiner eigenbanvigen Unterfdrifi.

/ A 7 den A °""{7M«£ 186 %

Unterfchrift:

Fne Rachricht. / ' — g‘" Cs
1. Die RecepiffesGebiibr ift vom Aufgeber entridtet worben, / = 7 / "

2, Der Gmpfinger ift gebalien, dad Tatum einyufegen und bie . £~ /
Namendfertigung beijufigen.

Diefes Necepiffe wolle mit erfiem Pofttage an dak otengenannte Poftame der Aufgabe juridgefendet werben,

— —

From Vienna to Offenburg (Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany), 1864. Properly signed. Printed for the Handelsgerichte

(commercial court). RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp. With handstamp of sender.



Austrian RR forms

From Vienna (Wieden-in-Wien) to Trieste (now in Italy), 1864. Properly signed. Printed for the $anvelsgerichte.
RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp.




Austrian RR forms

From Vienna (Wieden-in-Wien) to Verona (now in Italy), 1864. Properly signed. Printed for the $andelsgerichte.
RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp.




Austrian RR forms

ﬂrtuureﬁctrpiﬂm ‘
éim sub Nr. Exhib A%/ i

"  186# mmma irt au fgt&mz
P

.I‘(’ﬁf.' ot 41},,,4(;,”;}4/ rﬁrx/
%H" /f.f:-c-c.‘..-n_; /{/’i -;gn ;

i vem £, £, Handelsgeri te i
s Wien am L/ 2

¢ vichtig erbalten habe, Gegeuge idy mit meiner ugm ﬁnhigm Unterfdyrift.
2 £ / nm)’ tm f';ﬁ-‘j 186 7

3 Bur ﬂﬂw

« Die Recepiffe-Gebiibr ift vom Anfgeber entrichtet worben,
2, Der Gmpfinger ift gehalten, dbad Datum eingufegen und bie
mﬂfmians belfigen.

\
From Vienna to Graz, 186_4. Properly signed. Printed for the $Handelsgerichte. R R fee paid by 10 kr stamp. Court
filing fee paid by 15 kr fiscal.




Austrian RR forms

Jur Nacbricht.
Der @mpfanger it gebalten, dbag Datum eingufegen und bie etgenbanbtge
Namensfertigung mit BVor- und Junamen beizufiigen.
From Troppau (now Opava in the Czech Re- Diefes Recepifie wolle mit erftem Pofttage an das obgenauute SBoﬁamt bcr
public) to Wiirbenthal, 1864. Onreverse—  Aufgabe juviicfgefendet werden.

Fro Vienna to ??, 1865. With RR fee paid by 5kr stamp. Print data Dructsorte Nr. 479.




Austrian RR form to Temesvar

Unfortunately, this is not a foreign destination; Temesvar, unlike most of the rest of modern Romania, was
part of the Austrian Empire in 1865.

From Vienna to Temesvar (now Timisoara), 1865. Not signed. Print data Drtuctsorte Ir. 479.

Both Vienna and Temesvar cancels (on reverse).



Austrian RR form

From the commercial court, within Vienna, 1865. Weirdly, the 10 kr R R fee was paid with one 5 kr stamp on the
front and another one on the back.




Austrian RR forms

Appear to be identical printings on different coloured paper.

Metour=Recepifie.

beft £ . Poftamte ju Wien am it t!Z:uwu
gq;eﬁmt Sihreiben unter Avreffe:

’M/ gﬁﬁgﬂ'@w
r e %ﬂ

an untengefcatm Eag: tiﬁﬁg etha -,mﬁe, Begenge i mit meiner rigm‘:’;ﬁubigen llnte:[d)r[ft
__.," ﬁf’ﬁ/ #M/ hw rd?:'- 1—-r~"'-1:

_ Mnterfdeift:
: Bur Nadridt. chég
1) Die Wﬁ'ﬂﬁibl it vom HMufgeber ent tworben, T
2) Der il i o) ' ; .
A ) wih E’ﬂnﬁ!ffﬂ?mmlﬁ::;umm mr*" ,éﬁﬂﬁ'
-
3 nl Secepifie welle mit erfiem Yojitage an bad oben genannte Pofamt ver Mufgabe jurid gefenter werden.
From Vienna, 1865. :

Ne.

1} Die Mecepiffeaediibr i vem Hufgeber entridier w
) Do Gmpiingee i gebalten, bald Datwm iufehs
unt tir Ramerdfertigung beiguiigon i

MRetour=Recepijre.
Eaﬁ iy i.‘rm! E’ei bem 1. L Poftamte ju Wien am < we CHE oy e / 866 |
vefommandict aufgegebeme Scyreiben unter Adreffe: 5 /
: et re
: —
L ..-“' ..q-.-‘.;-: .-#c:?’::; T
am untengefetten Tage vichtig exbalten Dabe, bejenge idy mit meiner eigenandigen unfetﬁi;nft ;
; P Zecr i Nk 2B fvy 1866 I -~
;':: S e o /
‘; Wnterfebrif:
[
~ Sur Nadricdhi. g T YT R e — -
: .
E
2

Diefed Meceprife wolle mit evflem YPofitage an b

From Vienna to Warnsdorf, 1866. Print data $
Dructsorte JNr. 479. RR fee paid on reverse.




Austrian RR forms

| Becovifie-ne. ¥/ wHH

Metour-Mecepifje.
Dafi id Cubesgefertiglean bei bem L £
1867 recommandict von bem £ L

) unter ber Avrefle - 2. .

§ in Wéwméff am untengefepten Tage ridtiy erbalien

= | babe, befdtige iy mit meiner eigenbindigen Unterfcbrift, ¢
4B Kl S fhe . Amp AT

S i ¥ .:."'v:'.. F
; fﬁ’%ﬂ-{%,&’ e

From ?? to Namest, 1867. Print data Lag. Nr 189 (535).

From Olmiitz (now Olomouc in the
Czech Republic) to Sternberg, 1867.




Austrian RR forms

From Vienna to Warnsdorf, 1867. RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp
(reverse). Print data Drucksorte . 479.

- Bur Nadyridyt.
. . : Dev Empfanger ift gehalten, dbas Datum eingufesen und dic cigenhindi
From Olmiitz (now Olomouc in the Ramensfertigung mit Vor» und uramen beiaufﬁgcu..i fei genhdinbige

Czech Republic), 1867. Diefes Recepiffe wolle mit crfiem Pofttage an dag obgenannte Poftamt der
Aufgabe juriigefendet werden. i -




Austrian RR form printed for use in Bohemia
Reverse in Czech

From Skutsch to Zwittau, 1867. Print data Dructsorte M. 226.




Provisional Austrian RR form

- > ‘@Z (PRES10. gUN] 13(7 |
ez /«%«« oy

ff, ] II_/;'y‘!' ?
2 2z ‘{f

das [/5/402/@%@/44&%

@A«%

RS Ly L5 )Ju% rigghng /-#‘ ﬁ-fv&'-d /.mﬂ“qur
s /..,..r,fq 45,;,.4,;? N

PRI g R
| Ao # L
I Phim Rt
e CHacfeigt, absr frsphiimpee f)fdm@fu&mmﬂﬂ
s olvn aanpe /L-Jn" ﬁumwr/ﬁyﬂ ey M;h—nu-@
l'l:ji‘fl?au. i ’flnuyiw f -f-ﬁ i :‘ttr(--rl-rdn

oy




Austrian RR forms

Hetour-Uecepiffe.

Des it -+A5» bei dem £ £, Poflamee in Wien am P PP mrrrdni 188 L
- recommanbict von dem f. £ fidbdt, befeg. ﬂ:airf#geri:ﬁfel Wieben in Wien ﬁ’ufgtﬁt&m.:h,

Bty 2. 22785/
unter ber Elhrtﬂ'c .5’;.-.-.?.» W

in am unten angefesten Tage ridtig trﬁnltﬂt babe, Deftitige idh
~ mit meiner eigenbandigen Unterfdrift.

ﬁt‘iﬂﬁﬁ“ t’“‘//’r‘*“ Norr """”*’{W ma

Jue Machricht,. D Empfinger gtbalten tad Datum cinjufepen. unt bir fluuﬁlnigt '!Inmmﬁn‘ﬁgwa mil Bor- :

Sunamen beigafigm.
Dol e copifie melle mit riem Wolegs ca bad obgenannts Peams ter Hufashe suridyefeabt wersim.

From Vienna to Meidling, 1868. No frame.

Metour=Recepiffe.

Dof ity vas, bei dem't. 1. !’L.?ﬂ Boftamte gu :E/f |
| am ﬁ " Jptey 1865 refommanbict Rufgegebene Bchelﬁm unm ﬂl’tﬂ't. |

wﬂ//ﬂ W%ﬂfﬂaf/%& l'ff ﬁ"‘/ﬁ':}? 5
fﬁ?*fﬁ f q&r;ﬂm p "R iﬁ‘x"(ﬂrﬂ s /f“_;}ﬂ'"-—

am untengefetten Tage tiditig erhalten m«,wm idy mit meiner eigenbinbigen Unterfdeife.
beniby " Dile s 185 4

it

Bur Nadyricht, - : "y
'g Dir ReerpifTearbibe (@ vom Hufgeber enteichiel worben, M-jiu—r

Cans i Remamtferiing et

| Dirfed RreeeplTe wolle mil cefem Pofitage an dal ekengenannte hl.;“ h_g'!,‘.ﬁ.hi_ £

f '_' « If s
From Kuchl (Salzburg) 1868 (printed in the 1850s). 10 kr stamp pays RR fee.



Austrian RR form

From ?? to Linz, 1869. Head in roman type. No frame. Print data DTt. 12. Drtuct 0er Haas'schen Ecben in
Gtepyr.



Austrian RR form

218
Ne===m

~ Retour-Recepisse.

&
L)

t Dad id bo,i von bem P E Wilitair - Communitatd - Magifiratdgeridte in, '.’llll“l
sub Hm.*:dmu. ﬁﬂ'/f bei dem E £ Poftamte ju Panesova am¢ < =3 7/
recommmandi ngm Sdyeeben unte Woeelfer

L/ K ..Fa-ﬂ"l_..--/_;-'!f-f-r'f
am untendefe ug: g :rbaltm fe, beyeuge i, ngmbﬁnhtg”u’%uteﬂtﬁnﬂ.

ve - B ¢ BT 18ty

s o f..',.o--vﬂ_..ll-"r-"l_.--"'

o_”

Zur Nachricht ; ' / s s

Der Empfanger ift gebalten, das Datum ci en,
und die ﬂammﬁfmlguug beigufiigen. s . |

Diefes Recepiffe wolle mit ¢ ba# obb t Mufaab
auriidgefendet me:bmtpﬂ rfiem Pofttage an bas obbemannte Poftamt bder Hufgabe

L

From the military-community-magistrates office in Pancsova ([TanueBo, now in Serbia) to Pressburg (now Bratislava in
Slovakia), 1869. Head in roman type. No frame.



Austrian RR form, Croatia
Under Austrian rule 1527-1918.

T —— e —

Broj povratnice W#’

Povratnica.

Potvedjujem vlastorninim podpisom, da sam primio pod danom dolje arllt'lit-|1i|11..¢£4t/ T areo

C%.’ /M#-ﬁ; predats  pod n&eﬁnm%é.w %{

kod kr. podtanskog ureda. ";J;I“_ P dne .’W 18 ?(ur
7 JRAENL

rekomandiran od kt.

unL-IS'; k.

% - U?’ P2 poa 1}/20_,
+ 2o Ay oy it B

A

D

Zuobaviest Primitelj imade postaviti data i podpisati vlastarufng svaje fme @ prezime,
Ova poveatnica imade se veatith prolo poitandim dinom gore redenon podtanskom uredn predala.

Table be. H3.

From Vukovar (on the border with Hungary) to Budapest, 1870. Signed with a cross, and witnessed. The wording,
in Croatian, after translation, is very similar to the German language version.



Austrian RR forms

AL LER LELAY L -1&#»_\. o

From Vienna to Wieden in Vienna, 1870. No frame. Print data 3ust. Bur. Form. JNr. 10. neue Auflage. (New
printing.)

—
Bl | - e~

From Trovaiach (Styria), 1871 (printed 1860s). 10 kr RR fee pai by stamp. Print data Drucksorte MNr. 226.




Austrian RR form

From Briix (now Most in the Czech Republic) to Seestadt, 1870. Printed by multigraph.

s,
-

From Wieden-in-Vienna, 1871 (printed 1




Austrian RR form

From the military-community-magistrates office in Pancsova to Hungary, 1870.

S R L g




Austrian RR form

From the military-community-magistrates office in Pancsova to St Georgen, 1871.



Austrian RR forms

Unilingual Czech, 1871.

From Maximilianstrafle (Vienna) to Kudritz, 1873. Print data Dructsorte . 226. 10 kr RR fee paid by stamp.



Austrian RR forms

From Znaim (now Znojmo in Czech Republic), 1873. Print data Dructsorte v, 226.

From Troppau to Freudenthal, 1874. No frame.




Austrian AR form

From the commercial court in Vienna to Raabs (now Raab), 1874. Sender paid the 10 kr RR fee with stamp.




Austrian AR form

From the commercial court in Vienna to Znaim (Moravia), 1875. Sender paid the 10 kr RR fee with stamp. 15kr
fiscal stamp on reverse (notarization?).




Austrian AR form

From Lengbach to Pribislau (now Pribyslav in the Czech Republic), returned via Neulengbach, 1875.




Austrian AR form

From Cittavecchia (more likely in Rome, than what is now Stari Grad in Dalmatia, Croatia) to San Giorgio (of which there
are dozens in Italy), 1875.




Fahrpost RR forms

Sabrpost deals with packages, and letters of value (typically containing cash). rRR is available for such, but
registration is not.

From Wiener Neustadt, 1830. Prorly sied. All in roman. A letter of value, perhaps 82 florins.

From Briinn (Bohemia; now Brno, Czech Republic) to Wischau, 1832. Properly signed.
All in Fraktur. Refers to an amount of 600 florins, not a registered letter.




Austrian RR forms, Fahrpost

Retour - Rlecepisse.
A

 @igharstivten vl 5 T san
%ﬂmgc dburdy meine cigenbandige Unterfdrift, “vaf id) heute bn;‘qus
L. £, Poflamte in Sighartslirdyen an midy gefendete oo mree
i Di? ﬁ:f”fff"; ,@ /ﬂ :7&
u'ﬁalmt habe. \

@ign. /,,/ A= R 1> 7ad

5 ur
»

@egenmiirtiges Recepisse erfihet man mit umgebendee Poft nah gepflogence
Unter{rift an bad L, 1. q'.luj‘lml wm Unterd :miﬁ;u relouriren.

A
Zu Nro. Pietour - Recepisse. J K/Ff -

; 2 "
n:bn' e v '-ﬂ'é!j:"mﬂ ( im :Hn fﬁﬂf:ﬁ fr.— "
{dmer - welde id m ), g v ! aud

f rﬂ"#“, 1“"‘ /;[f{;f}('(-ir r} d;mf}’; 1

)/,m., ;ﬂ“‘mﬁ Mb-rﬂsrv! o mi richtig empfangen abe.
en fm 5> lﬂlﬂ'l
L e
s ;

Dob [BEL 1. F, Voflmagens -ﬁmﬁz B > Y -H 9 tith eefudpet, biefed Mefepiile, ges

bicly unteefectiged, mit exfler Poft recommuandirt anber

R) K. Pofiwagens Hmt
Sieghartitichen, deaBelen’ S vce ore %1 189 -

To Fehring (handwritten, rather ﬂ?an_;-a-rin_te_d), from a postal wagon, Sieghartskirchen, 1837. Properly signed. Fraktur,
except for head. Referring to an amount of 16 florins, 15 kr. Fancy frame, with double-headed eagle.



Austrian RR forms, Fahrpost

From Wieselburg to Graz, 1843. Refers to an amount of only 10 fl. Printed §abrpost.

From Ginsendorf, 1845. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. Refers to an insured letter (101 florins, 12 kr). Fahrpost.




Fahrpost RR forms

Retour: mtccpifft.
Poftamt ju yfh-// M’

1845 ‘nmta:hu Senbung unter ber ‘xlmﬁr

a-:'/-/ im MWeethe von 77

oth fdwer, am untengefepten Tage rideig echalten Habe, bejeuge iy mit meiner cigens |

s?zénm/d’m /jﬂ-w&r” 184 7

Unterfdprift:

dur Radridt. ;.{jfu(m.&{u(h ”-'*?S

B B e S e
b gr " W oelngu u \-

le hﬂ&ﬁﬂa beijufligen. ¢

Dlefes Recepifie wolle mit erflem 'I.'uim- an bas okengensunte Poftamt ber ‘.hlsm uﬂﬂ-rum wmu.

From Bodenstadt (now Postdt in the Czech Republic), to Pilsen (now Plzen), 1844. Properly signed. Refers to an amount
of 7o florins). Fahrpost.

Pojtame l""/ \
2t 1845 Zaufgesebene @f\nbug._g. ﬁ“&‘ Abreffe :

" ﬁ%f i

Geftehend in | im Werthe von %ﬂ 0 L.

Pfunt v Leth iiﬁmr. am uniengefetten Tage ridptia eralten babe, Bejeuge id mir meiner eigens |

| pantigen Unteridyrife. e y
y - W:&Aﬂ/ ben ;;FII_ é‘éffid lﬁ-’
: Muterfdrifi:
i

Bur Nadyridt. . A :'k‘
| 1) Die Recepifeaedahe Il vom Hofgeber eatridtet morbem. ——ﬁi E w__,)

2) Dur Eoprdnger Gt gebalren, bol Datum singufegpen, und
| ru Ramendfertiguag beljufilgen,

IJ-h‘i'rl Recenffe mlh mit erflen fl:rﬂ‘mgr an bas ebragrmanale | il-mhmt e Auyfgade pubidgelrmiel merheu,

From Namiest (now in the Czech Republic), 1852. Properly 51gned. Refers to an amount of 2000 florins. Fahrpost.



Fahrpost RR forms

i
| Bur Wadridi: :} mlm%.“ umﬁmu:m :%

i Dicree ﬂﬂﬁt lnlr mit ugu Poiltage an Lot -inmmm __ k prim_l »

¥

From Briinn (now Brno in the Czech Republic), 1852. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of 100 florins. Fabhrpost.

From Odenburg (now Sopron, then and now in Hungary), 1855. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of 700 florins.
Sabrpost.



Fahrpost RR forms

Wb Mﬁm,mnwm dy mit meleer |

2 | i e s
& 5" ' .llﬂﬂﬁ!il‘ﬂ
_ :: Bur Nadridl: n mmﬁ dphrmqm ”’é‘:‘é_’ﬁ\é

m G tel shagmns WWM :
L R T AR S . = o ...L-'ﬂ

From Tornallya (Hungary) to Rzmaszombat 1858 Properly 31gned Refers to an amount of 374 (gold?)1l, 85 kr.
Sabrpost. Printing note at left, ®tucksorte . 4109.

From Sdrvdr (Hungary), 1856. Refers to a value of 1001l. Fahrpost.

I
5



Fahrpost RR forms

b e .
T

From Gii:ss.iﬁg,-1856.mRefe_rs.to value of 8 fl, 22 kr. Fahrpost. Printing note at left, Drucksorte Nr. 419.

Dructsorte Nr. 419.

From Altenburg, 1861 (printed 185). For a letter valued at 63 florins. Propely signed. §Fahtpost. Printing data



Fahrpost RR form

From Senetenberg, 1870 (printed in the 1860s). For an item
valued at g florins, 60 kr. Fahrpost. Print data Drucksorte
JNr. 419. Printed in Czech on reverse.



Retour Recepisse covers
The RR fee is never indicated on the cover.

From Neupacka (now Novd Paka in the Czech Republic) to Prague, 1818. Red crayon M with horizontal lines indicates
registration (the mess at the upper right was done by the post office, the neat one on the left side may have
been done by the sender. Erga ret. recep in the usual place (lower left).

Rated on reverse in red £, meaning prepaid 8 kr for up to Grelay stations and weight of one Loth, plus
4 kr registration. The 12kr RR fee is not indicated front or back.

From Bielitz (Silesia; now Bielsko in Poland) to Niklsburg (or Nikolsburg, a_Jewish centre of learning; now Mikulov in the
Czech Republic), 1823. Ms Erga Retour Recepisse.

Rated on reverse in red 2’: prepaid 20 kr for up to 15relay stations and weight of one Loth, plus 4 kr
registration. I don't know what the crayon 2 on the front means.




Retour Recepisse covers

To Purkersdorf, ex/ojﬁci(; 1824. Ms gegen Aufgabs und Retour Recepisse (both a registration and a return receipt).
Although not marked ex offo (ex officio), this was sent by a civil servant at no charge.

From Griinau (several towns of this name) partially prepaid, 1826. Ms Erga Ret. Recep. Y :

Rated on reverse in red 4, meaning the registration fee was prepaid, and 8 on front, 1nd1cat1ng 8 kr collect
(to be paid by the addressee); one half-Loth up to 12 relay stations. Ms (lower left) translates to regzstratzon fee
pazd (by sender), confirming the 8 on front represents the amount due. :




Retour Recepisse covers

Recepisse. At upper right, an abbreviation for ex offo (ex-officio). Crayon ER signifies Erga Recepisse, possibly
(in this case) just a request for an ordinary registration receipt at an additonal 2 kr.

Rated on front in red 4, indicating that although the domestic postage was free (there are no rate marks
on the front), the 4 kr registration fee was payable by the addressee.

Tiny ruled Sternberg straightline canncel.

From Sternburg to Romerstadt, 1839. Ms franco erga Retour Recepisse. Crayon ER as above.
Rated fully prepaid 2, half-Loth up to three relay stations, and registration.




Retour Recepisse covers

From illegible handstamp to Kloster Neuberg (now one word, Styria), 1830. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rated on reverse in red '?; one Loth for six relay stations, plus 4 kr for registration.

From Szathmar (now Satu Mare in Romania) to Unghvdr (now Uzkhorod in Ukraine), 1839. Both places were then
part of the Austrian Empire. Marked Franco-porto/Erga retour Recepisse, completely prepaid. No rate marks, so
presumably ex-officio.




Retour Recepisse cover to Germany (Bavaria)
Even to Germany, RR covers to foreign destinations are are rare in this period.

From Vienna to Munich, 1839. Handstamped Franco (fully prepaid) and ms gegen retour rezepisse.
Rated 2, half-Loth, more than 18 relays to the border, and 4 kr registration; charged gwhatevers in Bavaria.



Retour Recepisse covers
Tolna is a small town in Hungary. Same correspondence.

- ,
From Tolna to Vienna, 1841. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rate marks unreadable, since a portion of the cover was torn away on removing the seal.

Same correspondence, 1842.
Rated 2 (on reverse—cover is folded out—hence prepaid), up to 18 relay stations, and 4 kr registration.




Retour Recepisse covers

From Marienbad (now Maridnské Lizne, in the Czech Republic), 1841. Ms franco gegen Retour Rezepisse.
Rated fully prepaid, seemingly 2 florins, which is enormous, and appears to be impossible.



Retour Recepisse covers

In August 1842, the registration fee rose to 6 kr (but now included an Aufgabs-Recepisse), and letter rates
were by distance (three zones). In February 1843, distance zones were increased.

* From Senosetsch to Treviso (now in
Italy), forwarded to Trieste, 1844. Ms
Erga Retour-Recepisse.

Rated prepaid &, first zone (up
to 20 G-miles), half-Loth, and 6 kr
registration.

From Ungarisch Brod
(now Uherskij Brod in
the Czech Republic) to
Austerlitz (now Slavkov
u Brna in CR), 1849.
Ms franco gegen aufg.

zone (distance un-
der 20 G-miles) and

O e ik :;;ﬁé}#r.-r" ! mf‘.m two half-Loths, plus

e Al Sy 6 kr registration.

/.f/ 5 Recepisse.
Qf#—iﬂ / : 41‘4_ Rated prepaid3, first
4—:10/ 3




Retour Recepisse covers

Stamps were issued in 1850. Their use was compulsory for payment of domestic letter postage (to other
countries, stamps were required from 1856), as well as all registration and RR fees. The last was to be paid
on the form. Stamps paying the registration fee were to be applied to the reverse of the cover, until 1866.

From Venice to Verona (both part of Lombardy-Venetia), 1851. Ms Consegna con ricevuta con ritorno.

Rated 30 cents on front (equivalent to 6 kr) one Loth, up to 20 G-miles), and 30 ct on reverse, paying the
registration fee.

From Bougo (??) to Innsbruck, forwarded to Triest, 1852. Ms con ricevuta contro ricevuta.
Rated G kr on front (one Loth, up to 20 G-miles), and 3 kr on reverse, underpaying the registration fee??—
may not belong.



Retour Recepisse covers

rnr Drr $047 Pils : 1

From ?? to an Archduke in Brescia (Italy), January 1854. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.

Rated g kr on the front (either three Loth, up to 10 G-miles, or single Loth more than 20 G-miles), and
6 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Karlstadt (Karlova in Croatia) to Presburg (Bratislava, in Slovakia), 1856. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rated g kr on front (one Loth, more than 20 G-miles), and 6 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.




Retour Recepisse covers

From Vienna to Theinheim (Wiirttemburg-Baden, German state), 1857. Ms Erga Retour Recepisse. Routing given by
sender: Vienna, Leipzig, Ulm, and Ochenhausen. Also backstamped at Biberach.
Rated g kr on the front (to Germany, single weight), and 6 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.




Retour Recepisse covers

November 1858, rates changed: local rate, 3 kr per Loth; domestic up to 10 G-miles, 5kr; up to 20 G-miles,
10 kr per Loth; exceeding 20 G-miles, 15 kr per Loth; registration and R R, each 5 kr if local, otherwise 10 kr.

From Nagy-Karoly (Hungary) to Unghvar, 1859. Ms gegen Recepisse.
Rated 10 kr on front (one Loth, up to 20 G-miles), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Graz to ??, free (ex-officio), 1860. Ms Rekommendirt gegen Retour Recepisse and Ex offo (ex-officio; that is, sent
on official business and thus free).



Retour Recepisse covers

From Neu Sandec (now Novy Sacz, in Poland) to Krakau (Styria—not Krakow in Poland), free (ex-officio), 1860. Ms Erga
retour Recepisse and Ex offo.



Retour Recepisse covers

v.**l"".iﬁi il ;I-I:'..L i
From Goeling to somewhere near Badstadt (neither of which I can find references for), 1863. Ms gegen Retour Rezepisse.
Rated 5 kr on front (one Loth, up to 10 G-miles), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Nechanitz (Nechanice in the Czech Republic) to Widné (??), 1863. Ms Franco recomd Retour Rez. Pardubice
postmarks on reverse.
Rated 15 kr on the front, but rated as above.



Retour Recepisse covers

From Vienna to Seravale (near Udine, Italy), 1865. Ms Retour Recepisse.
Rated 15 kr on front (one Loth, exceeding 20 G-miles), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.




Retour Recepisse covers
January 1866, rates change: local rate, 3 kr per 15 g; domestic, 5 kr per 15 g; registration and RR, each 5 kr if
local, otherwise 10 kr. From this time on, the registration fee could also be paid on the front of the cover.
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From Bielitz (now Bielsko in Poland) to Vienna, 1867. Printed Retour-Recepisse.
Rated 5 kr on front (single weight, domestic), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Ipolysdgh (Hungary; now Sahy) to Selmeczbanya, 1870. Ms recom erga retour recep.
Rated 15 kr on front (single rate domestic plus 10 kr registration) all on front.



Retour Recepisse covers

ke I
From somewhere in Hungary to Nagy-Becskereken, 1872. Ms Retour Recepisse. Szeged postmark on reverse.
Rated 5 kr on the front (single domestic) and 10 kr on reverse.



Retour Recepisse covers: mystery items

Usually, I couldn’t figure out the year, since much like those of the Us, many Austrian datestamps did not
include a space for the damn year.

From ?? to ?? (probably Hungary), WHAT YEAR?. Ms Retour afgabs recepisse. The apparent rate mark on reverse, 25
or 2/5, does not make any sense. What looks like 5 could possibly be 4, so the rate would be 2 kr (three or
fewer relay stations) plus 4 kr registration fee; this would date it to 1817—1842.



Mystery Retour Recepisse covers

From Sopron/Oedenburg (Hungary) to Pipa, 1867—75. Ms Retour Recepiss. Prepaid 5 kr on the front and 10 kr on
reverse (registration). Stamps issued 1867.

From Vienna to Graz, forwarded to Hungary, 1866—. Unusually, ms Aufgab u retour recepisse notation is on reverse.
Prior to 1866, the stamps paying the registration fee were to be put on the reverse (after that date, they
could be on either side). Prepaid 15 kr (triple rate—three Loths or 45 g—domestic) and 10 kr registration.




Mystery items: undated Retour Recepisse cover

. e
From ?? to Bisztritz am Siebene (now in Czech Republic), 1863—65. Ms gegen Retour Recepiss. Prepaid 15 kr (likely
single Loth, more than 20 G-miles, 1858—-65) on the front and 10 kr on reverse (registration). Yellow-brown
15 kr stamp issued 1863.



Mystery item: undated Retour Recepisse covers
Austrian post office in Constantinople
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the rates are.

Franked on front with a 10 soldi stamp, printed (1867) for Austrian offices in Turkey; on reverse, the two
5 centisimi stamps might not belong. They are marked P.D. (equivalent to paid to destination). 10soldi is
equivalent to 10 kr.




Mystery item: Retour Recepisse cover for a letter of value
These are difficult to find.

From Lossoncz (Hungary) to Budapest. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse. Contained coin, stamps (Briefm), and currency,
totalling 43 forints (equivalent to florins) and 15 kr. The reference to Briefmarken suggests post-1850, but
then why were stamps not used on the cover?

Difficult to figure out which if any of the markings are rate marks, but maybe the 4 on reverse?




Return receipt—or just receipt—covers?

In the period before 1843, senders of registered letters had to pay an additional 2 kr fee if they wanted a
registration receipt (Aufgabs-Recepisse) as opposed to a return receipt (Retour Recepisse). Thus covers marked
merely Recepisse (rather than Refour Recepisse, or equivalent) need not be R R covers, and there may be no other
evidence one way or the other. It is not clear which of the meanings is signified by ER (Erga Recepisse).
Curiously, the literature suggests that for German states’ covers, an ER marking does signify return receipt
(Riickschein, which is not seen on Austrian covers until much later).

Even after 1843, when a request for a registration receipt would be redundant, I simply do not know
whether merely Recepisse signifies RR, or was just a reflex from an earlier period.

From Neudorf (unfortunately, a generic name) to St_Johann (even more generic, but it could be what is now Svaty in the
Czech Republic), 1819. Ms reads only Recepisse (upper right), so we can’t be sure that this is simply a request
for a registration receipt (which would have cost an additional 2 kr).

Rated on reverse in red 2: prepaid 2 kr for one-half Loth up to 3 relay stations, plus 4 kr registration.

From Vinkovcze (the Hungarian name for what is now Vinkovci, in Croatia)
Rated on reverse in red ' 2?; the first is presumably half-Loth and more than 18 relay stations. I have no
idea what the other rate mark refers to.




RR or not?

From Briinn (Brno in Czech Republic) to Plumenau (Plumlov), 1802. Ms only xx Mit xx Recepisse followed by anot her
unreadable word. Plumenau (or Blumenau) is the site of a castle designed by Prince Eusabius of Lichtenstein,
(1611—1684). The letter is addressed in French to the bailiff of the reigning prince of Lichtenstein.

The reverse is not helpful.



RR or not?

From Gfohl (Lower Austria) to 22, 1826. Ms only erga Recepisse.
Marked Ex offo, and rate mark on front struck through.

From Vienna to ??, 1839. Handstamped Franco (prepaid) and ms gegen und gegen Recepisse.
Rated 2!, likely one loth, up to 18 relays, and 4 kr registration.




RR or not?

From Waidhofen an der Ybbs (Lower Austria) to ??, 1831. Ms illegible illegible recepisse.
Even though marked official, it was charged (to the recipient) 2, indicating 2 kr for one-half Loth and
three or fewer relays (the minimum possible), and 4 kr registration.

From Wiener Neudorf to Purkersdorf, January 1843. Ms franco gegen Recepisse.
Rated 2!, likely more than 10 G-miles and three half-Loths, plus 6 kr registration.




Undated and RR or not?

From Temesvar (now Timisoara in Romania) to Zagreb, pre-1842. Ms erga recepisse, so it need not be RR, although
it could be. Pre-1850, and with rate marks only on the front, and in red. (If prepaid, rate marks should
have been on reverse; if collect, they should be on the front, but in black.) An envelope, which is extremely
unusual in this period. Docketting on reverse is 829, possibly for 1829.

The top rate mark may be 14 ( kr); possibly greater than 18 relays at one-half Loth (despite being an enve-
lope rather than a folded letter sheet). The bottom rate mark is 4, for registration, dating this prior to the
rate change to 6 kr, but it is likely much earlier. All collect.



RR or not?

From Babocsa (Hungary) to ??, 1_836. Ms only erga recepisse.
Marked Ex offo, and franco (which seems redundant).

From Budapest to Nikolsburg, 1838. Ms Erga Recepisse and ER.
Marked Franco, which in this context means completely prepaid. Rated 2*; more than 18 relay stations,
plus registration.




RR or not?

From Reichenberg (now Liberec in the Czech Republic) to Prague, 1841. Handstamped FRANCO and ms gegen Recepisse |
franco. Rated fully prepaid, 22, possibly five half-Loths, up to Grelay stations.

4



RR or not

From 1843, registration receipts were automatically prepared and given to the sender. So it is more likely
that a mere Recepisse would mean R R; but how can we be sure?

From Zylau (Hungary) to Budapest, 1860—65. Ms Recepisse. Prepaid 15 kr on the front (likely greater than 20 G-
miles, single Loth, in the period 1858—-65) and 10 kr on reverse (registration). Stamps issued 1860.

From Podiebrad (now Podiebrady in the Czech Republic) to Konarovicich (now Kondrovice in CR), 1867. Ms proti Recepisse,
which only means gegen Recepisse, so we cannot be sure it was sent with RR.
Rated 15 kr (5 kr domestic, one loth and 10 kr registration), all postage on front.




Definitely not RR

--.'i?. i
From Postelberg (Hungary) to Prague, 1850—58. Ms gegen aufgabs recepisse, so is not RR. Prepaid 3 kr on the front
(less than 10 G-miles, single Loth, in the period 1850—58) and G kr on reverse (registration).
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Aufgabs-Recepisse (registration receipt), for a letter from Salzburg to Dornbirn, 1850. Of course, this is just a registra-
tion receipt, not a return receipt. But the registered letter this refers to was sent with RR, as indicated by
the ms 6 (kreuzer) fee.
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